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Sunday, December 9

◇ Wednesday, December 5 , 7pm — Advent
◇ Wednesday, December 12, 7pm —Advent
◇ Wednesday, December 19, 7pm —Advent
◇ Monday, Christmas Eve—December 24—7pm
◇ Tuesday, Christmas Day—December 25—
10:30am with Communion
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A few pictures from our Trivia Night on Saturday, November 3rd here at church.

Great food was
shared by over 40
people. Thanks to
the Outreach
Ministry. Over $500
was raised.

Playing Heads/Tails
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Meet our New Members
-by– Sandy Wright
Vickie Springer
Vickie was born in Fort Wayne on March 23, 1958 and was raised in Ossian. She graduated
from IPFW with a degree in business.
She loves to read and used to bowl. Vickie is employed at H&R Block. She has a four legged
furry kid named Tucker who is eight years old. Her latest volunteer work was helping at Praise
recently when pictures were being taken.
When asked about Praise Vickie said, "It blew me away how friendly everyone has been; it
just amazed me. I've never been around a church like Praise. It is awesome!"

Victor and Diane Kolch
Victor was born on May 5 in Oklahoma, where he grew up. He received his doctorate degree in
college.
He enjoys hunting and fishing. He is the Director of the Chaplancy Department at Lutheran Hospital. Victor volunteers his time on the board of the Lutheran Foundation.
Diane was born on January 7 in Illinois, where she was also raised. She received a degree in
general studies from St John's Lutheran College in Kansas.
Decorating, design and crafts are things Diane enjoys. For eighteen years she worked in new
home construction. She volunteers with Cuddlers at Lutheran Hospital once per week.
Victor and Diane were married in St Paul's church in Addison, Illinois on August 25, 1973.
Their children are Peter and Amy, and their grandchildren are Sawyer, Hailey and Dawson.
They feel that Praise is very warm and inviting and the gospel is preached strongly every
week.
We welcome you Vickie, and Victor and Diane to Praise. May you always
find wonderful blessings and Christ's never-ending love here.
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Sunday Morning Advent Sermon
Series
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Mid-Week Advent Sermon Series
Wednesday, December 5, 12 and 19 at 7pm

BeGo online for
additional details.

Family life.
It can be the best of times and—let’s be
honest—it can be the worst of times. Consider these family facts:
• You don’t need remote control for your
TV. If you have children, the chances of
controlling anything are already remote.
• More ominous than the sound of an approaching riot is the sound of children suddenly quiet.
• A survey of marriage counselors has uncovered this bit of data: no marriage can
survive white carpeting.
Everyone needs godly wisdom when it
comes to family relationships. That’s why,
as we begin a new church year, we plan to
learn from the families connected with our
Lord’s birth. This includes Joseph, Mary,
and Jesus, along with Zechariah, Elizabeth,
and John. These families faced infertility,
frustration, loss, misunderstandings, death,
and so much more.

Voices from the Edge: Advent
Encounters Preparing the Way

Advent has long been a time of preparation,
preparation for the celebration of Christmas.
Yet the road to Christmas is anything but easy.
It twists, it turns, and we meet many strange
figures along the way. Prophets cry out in visions. John the Baptizer preaches in the desert. Angels appear whether you are asleep or
awake. The voices are varied, the places are
strange, but one thing is certain: in each encounter, God is preparing us for the celebration of the greatest encounter of all, the birth of
Jesus, his Son, our Savior, the Redeemer of
the world.

You are encouraged to be a part of
these worship services. Your family is
worthWe
time
and
investment
in Saturday,
God’s word!
will
meet
at Praise
September 1 at 8:30am
and continue the first Saturday of each month at 8:30am.
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The Lutheran Foundation
Honored Dr. Jack Gumbert
On Thursday, October 11 at the Mirro
Center, Dr. Gumbert was honored for his
8-1/2 years on the Foundation Board of
Directors.

Please watch ABC (Channel 21),
CBS (Channel 15) or NBC
(Channel 33) for the latest
closing information for Praise
Lutheran Church FW in the
event of inclement weather.

Dr. Gumbert has
served as chairman of
The Community
Health Committee,
was also a member of
the Investment Committee, and served
several years as chairman of the Scholarship Committee.
Jack said he was honored to have been
chosen to serve on the Board and is proud
of the accomplishments attained during
these years.

Faith, Fitness, and Fellowship on the First is
taking a break until warmer weather. If there is
interest during the winter months, please let
Pastor Seth know.

Shut-Ins Request
Praise’s shut-ins have expressed an interest in having visits from other members of
their church family. Also, in receiving a ride
to/from worship. Contact Dick Bultemeyer,
the Spiritual Care Chairman, at
bultemeyer505@msn.com if you can help.

Worship Anew
Hear God’s Word for you through Worship Anew! Worship Anew celebrates the new life all people have in Jesus with a weekly 30 minute broadcast service. Christ’s love is shared through
scripture readings, favorite church hymns, prayers, and a pastor’s message that reveals God’s
grace and truth. To learn more, visit WorshipAnew.org or call 888-286-8002.
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Praise currently offers additional
Christian education (Confirmation)
for Youth grades 7-8 as well as
for those Junior/Senior High Youth
who have not been confirmed
in the Christian Faith.
If you would like more
information, please contact
Pastor Seth at:
pastorseth@praiselutheran.org

Thursdays at 7pm
Women's Bible Study meets in the
conference room at Praise. They will
continue their study in the book entitled "Divine Design" by Sharla Fritz.
All women (and their friends or relatives) are invited to attend. Contact
Sandy Wright at 637-1132 with questions or concerns.

Our Sunday School teachers and classroom
helpers welcome children and youth from
Pre-K through 12th grade. They meet on
Sundays from 9-10am. Volunteers to help
teach/lead may sign up on near the restrooms.
Thank you to all our Sunday School Teachers and Helpers!

Confirmation class meets in
the Conference Room on
Sundays at 11:45am.

Christmas Program
When:

Thursday, December 6

Time:

6:30pm

Where:

Praise Lutheran Church

The children and staff of our ‘Little Praisers’ are
excited to participate in their Christmas Program!
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Meeting on Tuesday, December 4 and
Tuesday, December 18
Please join us for lunch, cards and
games. Community Clubhouse meets
at SunRise Café (10230 Coldwater
Road) at 11:30am on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month. We hope to
see you there! For more information
you can visit our website at
www.praiselutheran.org or contact
Becky Stiefel at (260) 416-9197.
‘The Clubhouse Clan’

Advent/Christmas Decorating Party
Saturday, December 1, beginning at 9am,
we will be decorating our church to get
ready for the holidays. Any help is appreciated. Questions? email: Mary Voorhees at
voorheesrm@gmail.com

Women’s Fall Luncheon held on Saturday, November 17
It was a fun and lovely group of women who came to the Fall Luncheon. It was a good way for the new
members to get to know each other. There was a nice variety of food, as each attendee brought a dish
to pass. Ham and beverages were provided by the hostesses: Natalie Simmons and Sandy Wright.

Natalie welcomed everyone and Sandy gave the blessing. The meal was served "family
style", with all food passed around the big adjoining tables.
Charis House is the recipient of the many new items brought in to the luncheon. They were joyfully and
lovingly given. Thank you to all who came.
Until next time ...
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The Praise Team rehearses prior to
Worship from 9-10am on Sunday mornings.
They also practice the second Sunday of
the month after Worship.
Are you interested in singing or playing an
instrument with the Praise Team, either
regularly or occasionally? If your answer is
yes, contact Joyce Ehlerding, our Worship
Leader by phone (260-637-6314)
or email: music@praiselutheran.org.
* No extra second Sunday rehearsals in
December.*

. . . by.

Page 8

‘Voices in Praise’ directed by George
Strasser, practices on Tuesdays at Praise at
7pm to get ready to perform at ‘Hope for the
Holidays’ on December 9.
If you wish to join or have questions,
contact George at
george.strasser924@gmail.com

. . Sandy Wright

Very soon the Giving Tree will be put up.
To do so, I will need names with items needed
so I can put them on the tree. If you know anyone
who could use some help this Christmas,
please contact them to find out what their needs
are. Even if it is you that could use some help,
that is fine. Everything is kept confidential, and I
never reveal anything to anyone! I have been working on this for over ten years, and everything has
always stayed with me.
Please check with friends/relatives and find out their needs/wants. I will need
to know if it is a man or woman, or a boy or girl. For children, make sure to list
their ages. If anyone needs clothing, it is important to list the size for each
person, and what exactly is needed.
You can speak to me at church, call me at 637-1132 (if no answer, leave
a message with your phone number so I can call you back), or email me
at srwright68@yahoo.com. I look forward to hearing from many of you.
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Finance Secretary Update

It’s hard to believe…but we are down to the last few weeks of the year. The chart below compares
2017 and 2018 weekly contributions (tithing) represented by solid lines and the dotted line represents
our 2018 budgeted forecast. it does not include other sources of income such as grants, flower or
fellowship donations. November data reflects contributions received through 11/18/18.

While the December forecasted contributions show a significant increase over the prior months, it
does appear to be historically our highest month of the year. Our actual contributions are pacing
below our forecast for most of the year.
Hopefully, our new Online Giving tool will be a useful option for our congregation members who
will not be able to attend regularly due to travel, vacation, etc.
For our newer members, this may be the first time you see this information. It is our goal to keep
our members informed of the progress we are making towards our budgeted goals throughout the
year. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact either Tricia Niebuhr or
Andrea O’Day.
Tricia Niebuhr email:

finance@praiselutheran.org

Andrea O’Day email:

treasurer@praiselutheran.org

Counting Ministry
We have instituted a new ministry, the Counting Ministry. These folks are in teams of two
and they will be counting the weekly offerings right after our church service. If you have offering envelopes, please use them as that reduces the documentation time involved in the
counting effort. Thank you to all who have agreed to participate in this new ministry.
Contact Trish Niebuhr, our Financial Secretary: email: finance@praiselutheran.org or
cell: 260-446-8079 for more information.
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Sunday,
December 9th
Dinner at 5:30pm
Choir performs
at 7pm
You are cordially invoted to attend Hope for the Holidays on Sunday, December 9th. Dinner is
at 5:30pm and the choir performance is at 7pm. (doors open at 5pm)
If you have a friend or family member that would like to come and enjoy this faith filled holiday
event, please invite them. Registration deadline is December 3. Please indicate the total
number of your family and friends attending as this will help us with preparations.
We have a catered meal prior to the choir performance. This meal will be no charge. If you are
planning to attend, please call the church office at 260-490-7729 Monday—Friday from
9am-3pm (with your name and how many) or sign up on the clipboard in the back of the Fellowship Hall.
Shepherd’s House

An Exciting Volunteer Opportunity!

519 Tennessee Ave.
Fort Wayne, IN 46805
THANKS to all those who have contributed items for
Shepherd’s House. Everything donated is much appreciated. Winter items needed: caps, coats, gloves,
scarves, and socks. Toiletry items such as soap, lice
shampoo, dandruff shampoo, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, and combs are recommended as well
as Readers Digest, scratch pads, calendars, bus
passes, coffee, and large size shower shoes.
See Lynette Lehman, our Outreach Chairman
(email: mllehman0327@msn.com) for details.

Praise is looking for individuals interested in being
a part of the Social Media Ministry As Praise continues to grow, we are always looking to improve
the way we are connecting with our community. A
recent study shows that there are over 3 billion
people globally who use social media. That’s a big
community! For more information, please reach
out to Josh Gumbert (email:
joshuagumbert@gmail.com, 260-494-6463). We
hope to hear from you!
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Online Giving
Online Giving is now available on the church’s website www.praiselutheran.org. You will find two links,
one for downloadable step-by-step instructions and the other is the link right to our On-line Giving website!

BeGo

Online Giving is perfect for you if you like paying your bills on line, you travel frequently on the weekends and miss your opportunity to tithe, or you are like many
other Hoosiers who head south for the long winter. You can process a one-time
payment or set up a recurring donation.
Do you want to avoid the hassle of writing a check and using envelopes to tithe? All
online donations will appear on your annual contribution statement.
If you have any questions, please contact Tricia Niebuhr, Finance Secretary at
finance@praiselutheran.org

Calling all Young Adults
(college/post college age)

Need a chance to escape the daily grind and the incessant Christmas music that
seems to have been following you everywhere since October? Then join us at Fort
Wayne Chamber Escape Rooms on Saturday, December 15th for a night of clues,
puzzles, and heart-racing Escape! The cost will be $15; please let Becca know by
December 9th if you will be able to join us! (rsouer@praiselutheran.org)
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Our first month of Scrip sales is under our belts and many thanks to our Praise
church and child care families who have jumped right in and are participating in
supporting this new fundraiser opportunity. In our first month, we have sold 507
cards or eGift cards! These sales amount to $344.99 rebates earned!
During our promotional months (sales through December 31, 2018), we are accruing 75% of that rebate to be disbursed in one of four ways (1 – back to the
church, 2) back to the child care, 3) applied to the tuition of a specific child enrolled in Little Praisers’ Child Care, or 4) back to the purchaser. If you haven’t
done so already, please stop by and see Michele or Tricia after church and sign
the Scrip Agreement form so that we have on file your rebate distribution.

Beginning
June 15, 2018

Our stock of gift cards grows every week, so be sure to stop by before or after
Go online for
church to pick up last minute cards (such as Target, Walmart, Meijer, and many local eateries)!
additional details.
◊ Do you need a great gift for your office staff? Buy a gift card for their favorite restaurant…or Starbucks…or a VISA card!
◊ Do you have teenagers to buy for? We have Best Buy, Gas, Bath and Body Works, iTunes!
◊ Are you hosting Christmas dinner? Why not order that Honey Baked Ham and pay for it with a gift
card you purchased from Scrip?
◊ Do you pay for hotels or flights? Take advantage of our airline and hotel gift cards or eGift cards!
If you are an on-line shopper, we can help…Amazon, Overstock.com, Groupon.com….so many choices .

Questions or concerns contact scrip coordinators Tricia Niebuhr (260)-446-8079 or Michele Prachar (260)
418-3634 or email scrip@praiselutheran.org.
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Praise and Little Praisers are collecting
plastic caps and plastic lids to be used for
benches and tables for a nature center at
Praise.

Bins are located
in the Narthex and
in the church hallway

Thanks for your

Beginning
donations!
June 15, 2018

-TOFrom This

This

Go online for

Acceptable
Caps:
Acceptable Lids:
See
the bulletin
for acceptable
Medicine bottle caps
Cottage cheese container lids
plastic
lids
and
caps
Milk jug caps
Mayonnaise jar lids
Detergent caps
Hair spray caps
Toothpaste cube caps
Deodorant caps
Drink bottle caps
Flip-top caps (ketchup, mustard)
Spout caps (mustard)
Spray Paint Caps
Ointment tube caps
Caps w/ RECYCLE numbers
of (2) (4) (5)

Be-

Yogurt lids
Peanut butter jar lids
Ice cream bucket lids (under 8”)
Cool Whip container lids
Coffee can lids
Cream Cheese container lids
Butter container lids
Prescription bottles (labels removed)
NO metal and NO trash

Save the date of Thursday, December 13, and
have your meal at MOE’s on Dupont Road from
4-8pm.. 50% of proceeds will benefit our Youth
Groups.

ginning, Saturday, September 1, at
8:30am and continuing on the first
We will meet at Praise Saturday, September 1 at 8:30am
and continue the first Saturday of each month at 8:30am.
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YOUTH CORNER

t
Chris

(where Youth
and Christ meet)

s 7-12

Grade

For details: Becca at rsouer@praiselutheran.org

We are looking for a used iPod! …Or other similar device used for storing and playing music! We are
Beginning
looking for an iPod to use with our School Age class in Little Praisers and also with our Youth
at events
June 15,
2018
and weekly gatherings for background and educational music. If you have one, or know someone
who
does, and would be willing to donate it to the church, please contact Becca Souer
Go online for
(rsouer@praiselutheran.org). We ask that it be in working condition and that it would have additional
the neces-details.
sary charging cables included. Thank you so much!

Christmas Cookies and Party! To kick off Christmas break we will be gathering on
Thursday, December 20th at 5:30pm in the Edge for a night of service and festivities! We will start our evening off with an opportunity to greet a few of our shut-in
members with Christmas goodies and songs. When we return to the church we will
have an evening filled with good food and desserts, a hot chocolate bar, games,
and more!
There will be a meeting on December 2nd from 10-10:30am. If
you cannot make it or you have additional questions, please
talk with Becca Souer (rsouer@praiselutheran.org) or Pastor
Seth (pastorseth@praiselutheran.org). Don’t forget that we are
leaving for this amazing journey on January 13th at 4pm!

TNT (Tuesday Nights Together)
Meeting on Tuesday Nights from 6:30-8pm in the Edge.
Our weekly youth group has started! It has already been great getting to
know these wonderful Christians better and to get to study God’s word with
them. Each week in the Edge we will continue to engage in Bible study and
talk about topics that affect Christian youth across the country. We will also
get to share in some time as fellowship as we play some games and eat
snacks. Praise Junior and Senior high youth are invited, and please feel
free to bring friends along too!
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The children and staff of little Praisers are looking forward to a Joyful Christmas program on
December 6th at 630pm.
We enjoyed our Thanksgiving feast with about 150 children and guests in attendance. We
are still in need of a few assistance teachers. If you know of someone please send them our
way. Wishing everyone a very blessed Christmas!
We are so blessed to have wonderful families, great
friends and warm homes. We will continue to pray for
all who are not so blessed.
Just a reminder: Little Praisers will be closed
Monday, December 24 and Tuesday, December 25
for the Christmas holiday.
Also: Closed Monday, December 31 and Tuesday,
January 1

There are openings in the Tuesday and
Thursday Preschool (8:45am – 11:45am)
for children who are three years old and
bathroom trained by August 1st.
For additional information, please call the
Child Care office at 260.490.9529.

In His service and yours,
Karen and Joyce

New Rates for
Little Praisers Preschool
and
Child Care

The Praise Pulse

Child Care Ministry
The Child Care Ministry has supervision over our Preschool and Child
Care, called “Little Praisers.” There
are 40 employees and 200 children
to care for, making this the largest
ministry of Praise. If you are interested in joining the Child Care
Board, email:
Mike Lehman, the Coordinator of our
Child Care program,
mllehman0327@msn.com.
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Praise/Little Praisers Ministries’ Technology Needs
Discussion
Praise/Little Praiser Ministries are
currently in the process of evaluating our technology needs as they
relate to Worship, Audio/Video,
day to day operations and Community Engagement efforts. If this
is an area of interest for you, or you would be willing to
lend some insights, please consider joining the dialogue! For more information please contact Josh Gumbert, joshuagumbert@gmail.com, or call/text at 260494-6463.

Employee Needs at Little Praisers Preschool
and Child Care
* Morning and afternoon assistants in the
classrooms
If you or someone you know would be interested in joining the Little Praisers staff, please contact Karen Bilger
or Joyce Wolfe at 260-490-9529.
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Our Prayer Chain will gladly offer prayers for you or
a loved one who is suffering a crisis in their life.
Requests should be directed to:
Lois Gumbert at 637-3010
or loisigumbert@gmail.com
“Keep praying earnestly for all Christians
everywhere.”
Ephesians 6:18 TLB
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1

Evelyn Pelz

6

Terry Huston

11

Annette Koenig

13

Duane Thieme

22

Sandy Wright

23

Teresa Hess

23

Glenn Mullet

29

Rhonda Rasdorf

31

Stacy Krueger

5

David and Darlene Moore

19

Fred and Rhonda Rasdorf

24

George and Jackie Strasser

Become our friend
on Facebook.

ARE YOU A HANDY HELPER?
A big thank you to
all those who have
devoted their time
to repair and
correct things at
Praise.
If you have a skill
that you are willing
to share with
property, please
contact Susan Till,
our Property Chairman, at 260-6376618.
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Are you interested in
Ushering or
Greeting People on
Sunday Mornings?

Page 18

Congregational Communications

If anyone has information for the bulletin or the
Pulse, please make sure the information is sent
to office@praiselutheran.org, or call the office at
260-490-7729.

We are scheduling for
January and February

Pulse items due by the 15th of each month
Weekly bulletin items due by Monday

Contact:
Jim Skurzewski,
jsonwis@gmail.com
or cell
260-402-4402.
Your help would be appreciated.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship area.

Thanks in advance for your cooperation.

We have heard from many members how
welcomed they feel at our church.

Thrivent Message
Another wonderful opportunity is being presented to Praise Lutheran through “Thrivent Action Team Grants.” In
an attempt to support congregations’ community engagement efforts, Thrivent is offering (1-2) $250 Action
Team Grants PER Thrivent Member per calendar year, based on participation (Benefit vs Associate
membership).
As Praise looks to expand its efforts with community engagement/outreach, youth ministries, and so forth, this
will be a great way to secure financial support. PLUS- it’s FREE! It costs Thrivent members nothing (this is
different than Choice Dollars).
To ensure that we are able to line up an Action Team Grant with the year’s events in a timely fashion, (Vacation
Bible School, the Fall Festival, etc.) please consider doing the following to help Praise in coordinating its efforts:
 Check your Thrivent Membership Status (Benefit vs Associate)
 Contact Praise’s Secretary, Kathy Skurzewski, with the information for Coordination Purposes
 Look for an email/phone call from Pastor Seth and/or a Ministry Chairman to learn how you can direct this
FREE Action Team Grant towards one of Praise’s upcoming events.
 Apply (To apply, go to Thrivent’s website (noted above) and scroll to the bottom of the page and locate
“Thrivent Action Teams” under the heading “Making a Difference.” There you will be asked to fill out a
short questionnaire as to what the funds will be used for.)
We praise God for these financial gifts that are being made available to us through our friends at Thrivent! It
was a blessing to be able to use an Action Team Grant for our summer and fall events! For more information
please contact Pastor Seth.

Screen on the Green

Praise Lutheran
Church
www.praiselutheran

The Praise Pulse
Praise Lutheran Church
1115 West Dupont Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46825

Praising God in vibrant Worship
Reaching out with Christ-centered witness
Anchored in God's Word and Sacraments
Interceding for others
Stewards of God's varied gifts for the
building up of His Kingdom

Equipping the saints for works of service

December

December

PRAISE LUTHERAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT
"Praise Lutheran Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, strives to be a joyous body of Christ-followers,
united by God's grace to P.R.A.I.S.E. Him; equipped to passionately serve and witness."

PRAISE LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Missouri Synod)
1115 West Dupont Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46825
PHONE: (260) 490-7729
FAX: (260) 490-0364
e-mail: office@praiselutheran.org
website: www.praiselutheran.org

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00am

Children/Youth Sunday School
(Daycare Classrooms)

Rev. Seth P. Korte, Senior Pastor
pastorseth@praiselutheran.org
For Emergencies (402) 304-4183 (Cell)

Adult Bible Class
Women’s Bible Study

Rebecca Souer, Director of Christian Education
rsouer@praiselutheran.org
Joyce Ehlerding, Worship Leader
music@praiselutheran.org
Kathy Skurzewski, Church Secretary
office@praiselutheran.org
Karen Bilger, Little Praisers Director
kbilger@praiselutheran.org
Lois Gumbert, Prayer Chain
loisigumbert@gmail.com
(260) 637-3010

Worship Team Practice
(Sanctuary)

10:00am

Fellowship Time
(Fellowship Area)

10:30am

Worship

11:45am

Confirmation (7th-8th Grade)
(Conference Room)

