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“SPRING!” Sometimes don’t you wonder what he is talking about or
where this thought is going? (Me too.)
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But I digress. March is full of activities and events. For instance, March
13th will be time to “spring ahead>” for daylight savings time. (Mark you
calendars) If you are of Irish decent, St. Patrick's day on the 17th will be of
importance to you. Or you might just be looking forward to spring and
warmer weather and the plants and flowers bursting forth with color
again. Whatever you focus on for this March 2016, there is one event that
can outshine them all. EASTER! (27TH)
For the believer, the Jesus follower, Easter is at the center of all they
believe and hope for. By the time you read this we will have been into the
season of Lent over half way. Lent is the time to reflect on our sinfulness
and on Jesus work of redemption for all mankind. Whenever I have
chapel with the Little Praisers 3-5 year olds I often say to them the
phrase that means Gospel, “Jesus died on the cross for my sins so I
get to go to heaven.”
To reflect on this fact becomes of great importance for the believer for in
realizing how much Jesus has done for us by his redemption work we
have “new life” in our relationship with the Father in heaven. “Jesus loves
me;” has much more meaning than just being a children's song. It
changes us, strengthens us, gives us meaning for life and living and so
much more.
So, after you set your clocks for daylight savings, and after you have
celebrated the work of St. Patrick, remember how much God loved you for
He sent His one and only Son to take on human form, die on the cross and
rise again on the third day to give us the hope of salvation and heaven. Be
blessed with the hope and joy of Easter and all that it means for you and
all believers. Thank you Jesus for what you have done for us!

You are blessed
I am blessed
Pastor Randy
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Senior Clubhouse

Everyone continues to help care for our church building -the building is NOT the church ~ the body of believers is
the CHURCH.

You are invited to Senior Clubhouse on Tuesdays at our
church in the Edge. We have been meeting with church
members and a couple of residents from the yellow
house community. We have had fun playing Euchre and
Mexican Train Dominos and will be adding more games.
We would love to see more members of Praise on Tuesdays. (Men & Women) Refreshments are provided.

This building is a blessing that God has provided for our
use. We meet and worship here, have fellowship here and
we thank Him for this!

Please come and join us on Tuesdays from 12:30-2:30
p.m. Any questions call Becky Stiefel at (260) 489-7553
or (260) 416-9197.

Should you have concerns or want to help in a certain area
please call me. Many folks have donated to beautify and
maintain things ~ inside and outside on the grounds.
We have chapel, worship services, Bible studies, wireless
internet, cable TV, a firepit for cookouts, a nice youth/all
purpose room/classrooms, children hungry for the WORD
provided by the wonderful loving staff and helpers.
We really appreciate your love for the family in Christ called
Praise and "ownership" of the facility.
Blessings as you continue in your stewardship and prayer.

Susan Till
(260) 637-6618

Palm Sunday
March 20
9 a.m.
Maundy Thursday
March 24
7 p.m.
Good Friday
March 25
7 p.m.
Easter Sunday
March 27
9 a.m.

Our Prayer Chain will gladly offer prayers for
you or a loved one who is suffering a
crisis in their life.
Requests should be directed to:
Lois Gumbert at 637-3010
or loisigumbert@gmail.com
“Keep praying earnestly for all Christians everywhere.”
Ephesians 6:18 TLB

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 13th.
Set your clocks ahead one
hour Saturday night before
you go to bed!

Lenten Supper 5:30 p.m.
Lenten Worship Service 7 p.m.
March 2
Spiritual Care
March 9
Fellowship Ministry
March 16
Outreach Ministry

Watch the bulletins and clipboard
for more information on Easter
Flowers. You will be able to
designate in honor or memory of
a loved one.
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The Thursday night Women's Bible Study will be starting
a new topic. We will be studying the book entitled "Angels
and Demons". All women, whether members of Praise or
not, are invited to attend this Bible Study. We meet at
7:00 PM on Thursdays, in the conference room. Contact
Sandy Wright for more information. We hope you will join
us; bring a friend if you would like to.

Donate your Thrivent Choice® Dollars to Praise
Lutheran Church or Little Praisers Preschool and
Child Care.

Become our friend
on Facebook.

2016
Lenten
Tour
A service of Evening Prayer with music of the Lenten
season presented by the Kantorei of Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne

Sunday, March 20 — 4 p.m.
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March Birthdays
1-Tim Fox
2-Gary Dillion
3-Betsy Felger
5-Mike Lehman
6-David Krueger
8-Aaron Teague
11-Matt Meinerding
14-Lynette Lehman
18-Josh Gumbert, Garrett Leeper
19-Brandon Rice
20-Leigh Meinerding, Evan Saurer
22-James Prachar, Jr.
23-Jennifer Kumfer, Richard Renbarger
24-Audrey Hand
25-Emma Anger
26-Caden Kramer, Alana Pries
28-Michael Kumfer
30-Maxwell Degitz, Matt Gumbert

March Anniversaries
5-Steve & Laura Bennett
11-Harold & Dolores King
12-Bill & Debbie Wenk
27-Mike & Lynette Lehman
28-Gene & Marilyn Koenig

Concordia Theological Seminary
Kramer Chapel
E-mail your articles for the
April Pulse by
March15th to:
office@praiselutheran.org
or call Karen
in the church office.

Thank you for the
cards and flowers
I received.
I appreciate your
kindness !
Betsy Felger
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Pray For Us Calendar
These prayer requests were submitted by coworkers in the Lord’s mission.
Congregations and individuals are invited to copy these pages for newsletters or other
distribution. Download at lcms.org/prayforus or call 888-843-5267 to request a copy.

MERCY — MARCH 1-31
This month, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) celebrates the many ministries of mercy that
LCMS members carry out both at home and abroad. Thanks to the abundant grace we have received
through Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection, we have been freed to acknowledge, to value, to
listen to, to have compassion on, to speak up for and to act in mercy toward our neighbors who are
hurting and in need.

Remember God’s work through LCMS Mercy efforts as you pray:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. with thanksgiving for the mercy

11. for the Synod’s many

of God in sending Jesus to die for
us on the cross, thereby freeing us
to love and serve our neighbors.

Recognized Service Organizations,
which provide services to children,
the elderly, the disabled and many
others.

7. with thanksgiving for the

congregations would be strong
defenders of life — from conception
to natural death.

Synod’s 160-plus deaconesses.
Deaconesses share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ through works of
mercy, spiritual care and teaching
the Christian faith.

3. for unborn children around the

8. with thanksgiving for Hogares

2. that LCMS members and

the work of LCMS Life and Health
Ministries for the good of His people
and the world.

Luteranos el Buen Pastor (Good
Shepherd Lutheran Home) in the
Dominican Republic. By caring for
the home’s six children with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities, the Lutheran church
there is learning about mercy,
service and the value God places
on all His children.

5. for pro-life ministries that

9. with thanksgiving for the

world, that the Lord would send His
holy angels to guard them from all
danger.

4. that the Lord would direct

support pregnant women in difficult
circumstances. Give special thanks
for Redeeming Life Maternity
Home in Sanford, Fla., and A Place
of Refuge Ministries in Milwaukee,
Wis., which provide safe housing
for new mothers.

6. for Hope Family Counseling
Center, a Lutheran pro-life center in
St. Petersburg, Russia. Pray that
through Hope’s ministry, women
and families would be encouraged
to make God-pleasing choices.

12. for all LCMS members, that
through their loving actions and
words many might come to know
the salvation that is found only in
Christ.

13. for LCMS staff based at the
International Center in St. Louis,
Mo., who direct, promote and
encourage the church’s work of
mercy in the United States and
around the world.

14. for the Synod’s domestic

Synod’s missionaries and partners
in Asia, who carry out mercy
projects like providing clean water,
health education and scholarships
for students in rural areas.

disaster-relief ministry. Pray that the
Lord would continue to use His
people — when tornadoes,
hurricanes, floods or fires strike —
to reassure the suffering that He is
present with them in their time of
need.

10. for Lutheran congregations in

15. for the Synod’s international

Africa that are not able to afford to
put a roof on their church building.
Please ask God to bless the
Synod’s Tin Roofs for Africa project
to assist these congregations.

disaster-relief ministry. Thank the
Lord that He uses all things for
good and that, even when disaster
strikes, He uses the LCMS and her
partner churches to share His hope
with people around the world.
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16. for the Synod’s “Planting

20. that those served by MMTs

25. for chaplains and pastoral

Gospel Seeds While Serving
Human Needs” program, that it
would be a blessing to congregations in the U.S. as they seek to
reach out to their communities.

would receive healing of both body
and soul as they hear and take to
heart the Gospel message.

counselors who provide spiritual
care in hospitals, prisons, police
and fire agencies, and other
institutions. Ask the Lord to give
them strength as they serve
people in the midst of some of
life’s most difficult moments.

17. that God would give LCMS
church workers and congregations
courage and wisdom in responding
to tragedies in their own communities. Pray that they would be able to
provide a faithful witness to the
Gospel as they care for the hurting.

18. for the Synod’s Mercy Medical
Teams (MMTs), which travel
around the world to address needs
of both body and soul. Pray that
God would keep teams safe and
bless their service.

19. for upcoming MMT trips to
Madagascar, Tanzania, Kenya and
Uganda, that God would send
qualified, passionate medical
Professionals to care for people
who don’t have access to adequate
medical care.

21. for the Synod’s retired church
workers, as they rest from their
years of labor. Pray that the LCMS
Veterans of the Cross program
would have the capacity to assist
retired workers who are
experiencing financial hardship.

22. for the LCMS Soldiers of the
Cross program, that it would be
effective in providing emergency
support and pastoral care for LCMS
church workers during times of
crisis.

23. with thanksgiving for the
Synod’s 1,000-plus parish nurses,
who care for the physical well-being
of LCMS members around the
country.

24. for pastors as they proclaim
the truth and certainty of the Lord’s
mercy toward us in His Son, Jesus
Christ. May the Lord guide and protect them as they lead His people in
truth.

26. for the well-being of mercy
and aid workers around the world.
Please pray that God would give
them protection and renewal so
they can continue to care for His
children in need.

27. for Lutheran Housing
Support, that the Lord would bless
the organization’s work to
Revitalize communities.

28. that God would use mercy
ministries to spread His Gospel to
every nation and people.

29. that we would always look
compassionately on the least
among us, no matter their age,
ability or size.

30. that the Lord would call
congregations and organizations
to initiate new mercy projects in
their communities and that He
would send the resources
necessary for these projects.

31. for the work of Lutheran
comfort dogs and their handlers,
as they go to the scenes of
disasters and other tragedies to
provide a ministry of affection.

A volunteer checks a map of
Watseka, Ill., during a volunteer
event for cleanup of flood damaged
homes on Jan. 9, 2016, at Calvary
Lutheran Church in Watseka.

The Praise Pulse

Page 6

March, 2016
March 6, 2016 – 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
“Faith in What or Whom?”
by Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Ahlersmeyer, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN

Reconciliation is a beautiful word that describes the universal and sacrificial love of Jesus Christ. Reconciliation normally is a two-way street; with our great God, He does all the work. NOTHING about us –
even our faith – makes reconciliation a reality. Reconciliation happens because of what Jesus Christ has
done.

March 13, 2016 – Isaiah 43:16-21
“The God of New Things”
by Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia Theological Seminary~Fort Wayne, IN

Do you long for the “good old days”? Appreciate the past, but don’t be weighed down by nostalgia. Recognize how God is acting for your benefit now, and how he will so act in the future. For He is the God of
new things.

March 20, 2016 – John 12:12-33
“Palms & Grain Kernels”
by Rev. William Mueller, Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran Church~Fort Wayne, IN

The Palm Sunday crowd cheered at the entrance of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem just five days before He
would be cast out of the city to be crucified on a cross. The crowd waves palm branches in the air as a
sign of glory and honor to Jesus. Later that day Jesus talked about casting kernels of grain into the
ground. What do these two seemingly insignificant items – palm branches and grain kernels – have to
do with our Palm Sunday celebration and our faith? Each remind us about His eternal love for us!

March 27, 2016 – 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
“Firstfruits”
by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran Church~New Haven, IN

On Easter morning our Lord Jesus rose from the dead in victory over sin, death and the power of the
devil. He is the firstfruit. We, also, shall rise from the dead in glorious victory to live with Jesus forever.
Just as He has been raised from the dead so we too shall rise. We shall follow Him to be with Him where
He is.
Sundays 6:30 AM WPTA, Channel 21
Sundays 8:00 AM Frontier 9, Digital 33.2 & Comcast 252
Sundays 11:30 AM TCT Network Channels, Direct TV 377
Sundays 4:00 PM & Mondays 10:00 AM Comcast 55 & Frontier 25

9:00 AM Worship

12:30 PM Senior
Clubhouse
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28

27 EASTER
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7:30 PM VIP

8

12:30 PM Senior
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6:00 PM Spiritual
Care
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1

Tuesday

12:30 PM Senior
Clubhouse
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7:00 PM Council
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6:30 PM Child
Care
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& Confirmation Class

20

9:00 AM Worship
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9:00 AM Worship
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Sunday

10:00 AM Chapel
6:30 PM Praise
Team
7:00 PM Worship

30

10:00 AM Chapel

23

10:00 AM Chapel
5:30 PM Lenten Supper
6:30 PM Praise
Team

16

10:00 AM Chapel
5:30 PM Lenten Supper
6:30 PM Praise
Team
7:00 PM Worship

9
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5:30 PM Lenten Supper
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7:00 PM Worship
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7:00 PM Women’s
Bible Study
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Bible Study
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Bible Study
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Praise Lutheran Church
1115 West Dupont Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46825

Praising God in vibrant Worship
Reaching out with Christ-centered witness
Anchored in God's Word and Sacraments
Interceding for others
Stewards of God's varied gifts for the
building up of His Kingdom
Equipping the saints for works of service

PRAISE LUTHERAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT
"Praise Lutheran Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, strives to be a joyous body of Christ-followers,
united by God's grace to P.R.A.I.S.E. Him; equipped to passionately serve and witness."

PRAISE LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Missouri Synod)
1115 West Dupont Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46825
PHONE: 260-490-7729
FAX: 260-490-0364
e-mail: office@praiselutheran.org
website: www.praiselutheran.org
VACANCY PASTOR
Rev. Randall Glander
CELL: (260) 918-5777
E-MAIL: RevGlander@praiselutheran.org
LITTLE PRAISERS
CHILD CARE OFFICE: (260) 490-9529
E-MAIL: littlepraisers@praiselutheran.org
PRAYER CHAIN: Lois Gumbert (260) 637-3010
E-MAIL: loisigumbert@gmail.com

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Bible Class & Sunday School

Wednesdays

7:00 PM Worship Service
Holy Communion
1st, 3rd, & 5th Sunday

